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June 2022 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES, 10:00 AM 
 
In-Person Services (with Zoom): 
 
June 5 - Rev. Charles Loflin - “Doing What Must Be Done” 
 
June 19 - Rev. Dr. Richard Speck will speak on Juneteenth and will be addressing the 
progress, and lack thereof, of our racial issues in America and in Unitarian 
Universalism. 
 
June 26 - DDUUC Vice President, Mae Carter, will lead the final service of the year 
and the Congregational Meeting 
 
Virtual Service via Zoom Only: 
 
June 12 – Rev. Larry Smith - Jesus’ Top Ten, Part II  
Jesus quoted the Hebrew scriptures often to make his points. We will reflect on five of 
his citations and their relevance to our chosen faith.  

ALL SUNDAY SERVICES AND DDUUC VIRTUAL ACTIVITIES ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE VIA THE SAME ZOOM CODE:  

MEETING ID: 609 444 9349, Password: uuchurch  

 
DDUUC has services every Sunday at 10:00 AM from the Sunday after Labor Day 
through the end of June.  Informal Sunday services are held on selected Sundays 
during July and August.  Sunday services are provided by guest ministers, outside 
speakers, or members and friends of the congregation.  DDUUC has an ongoing 
religious education program for children.  We have many activities in which to 
participate, and are also involved with the Greater Bordentown area through our 
sponsorship of an Interfaith Dialogue and many social action tasks. 
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Announcement of Elections at General Assembly 

At this year’s General Assembly in Portland, Oregon, delegates will be given the 
opportunity to vote on candidates to serve on the UUA Board of Trustees. We, 
Rebecca Mattis and Beverly Seese, petitioned to be placed on the ballot providing 
delegates a choice on who will serve as future UU leaders. 

Please visit our personal campaign 
websites, RebeccaMattisUU.Blogspot.com and BeverlySeeseUU.Blogspot.com to 
learn about our backgrounds and campaign platforms. 

We have arranged to hold three Meet the Candidates Townhall meetings on May 25 
and June 2.  Details can be found on our campaign websites.  

Delegate voting opens June 1.  We encourage you to become informed voters and live 
into our Fifth Principle, the right of conscience and the use of the democratic process 
within our congregations and in society at large. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Bordentown City Pride Day Parade - DDUUC will participate in the Bordentown City 
Pride Day parade on Sunday, June 12. Participants will meet at the River Line rail 
station parking lot at 12:30 pm. Everyone is invited to come march with us! We will 
order pride flags or rainbow fans for everyone. We need the headcount by June 5 in 
order to place our order. If you plan on marching, please let Kara DeRose know -
- krose92@verizon.net or 609-977-8012. 

Christmas In July - Community Life invites you to “A Christmas Card Craft Event for 
All Ages” Friday, July 8 2022, 6-8pm 
Create easy to make Christmas Cards 
Enjoy Cookies and Chocolate Milk 
All card craft materials will be provided. 
Request all individuals bring a plate of cookies. RSVP Barbara Kotch, 609 680 0646, 
bkotch@outlook.com  

 Book Discussion via Zoom - The Book Discussion Group will be discussing 
"American Dirt" by Jeanine Cummins at 7 PM on Wed., June 8th.  
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Other Events  

The Chalice Circle meets the second Monday of the month in person at 39 Park Street, 
Bordentown.  

Spirit Circle meets the third Monday of the month in person at 39 Park Street, 
Bordentown. (Contact Joan Spengler for details.)  

The Humanist Forum meets the second Thursday of the month virtually. (Contact 
Roger Long for details.)  

 

 
 
SOCIAL ACTION      Kara DeRose 
 

For this month's motel meals, we prepared 64 meals, 6 kid’s meals, and 5 toddler 
meals.  We did microwaveable meals like cup of noodles since we had so many of 
them anyway.   
 

Next month, we'll do a hot meal from my friend’s local restaurant, probably a 
pasta dish.  My friend gave DDUUC free dinner rolls last month to put in all of the meal 
bags, so I want to support his restaurant this time. I know we usually do fried chicken 
from Acme as a meal but the local restaurants need our support so I'd rather go to 
them instead (it comes out to around the same amount of money anyway). 
 

Also, I've been busy tending the DDUUC garden plot at the Bordentown City 
Community Garden.  So far, I have planted some kale in there and plan to add some 
collard greens. And some flowers for the bees. Everything grown in there will get 
donated to TASK. 
 

Hope you are all doing well!  Stay safe and have a great summer! 
 

List of DDUUC Officers 2021-2022 
 
President – John DeMasi 
Vice President – Mae Carter 
Secretary – Jennifer Steffee 
Treasurer – Christina Sturgis 
Religious Education – Trish Concannon 
Social Action – Kara DeRose 
Sunday Service – Clarissa DeLuca  

 
The Pulse is the newsletter of 
Dorothea Dix Unitarian Universalist 
Community.   
It is published monthly, September 
through June.  Articles are solicited from 
members and friends.  The Pulse is 
edited by Pete Costanza. 
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Ruth, Joan, Roger, John, Pete, Pixie, and Me            Christina Sturgis 

This month I am reporting on my Fourth Principle independent search for truth 
and meaning from two locations: the tarot card parlor and my art studio, also known as 
my kitchen table. 

Years ago, I spent an afternoon helping Ruth Cristy with yardwork. It was a 
sunny day and a chance to get to know Ruth better. Somehow, we got talking about 
whether it is better or worse to know the future in advance. We agreed we were willing 
to let the future unfold into the present in the normal way.  

At this point, in any discussion about knowing the future ahead everyone else, 
somebody says it would help with gambling. Knowledge of the future would help us 
buy the winning lottery ticket without wasting cash on losing numbers. Would that be 
cheating? Are men more likely to think of the future in terms of gambling? 

If I do not want to know the future ahead of time, why did I buy a set of tarot 
cards when Joan Spengler announced the Spirit Circle would be having a Tarot-
Palooza or Oracle Evening? Well, because it is fun. I promised myself I would avert my 
eyes if any scary visions of the future jumped out of the little box of cards. 

At the bookstore I saw many decks of tarot cards. The one calling itself, “Perfect 
for the Modern Witch,” seemed all wrong for me. Not there yet. May never get there. I 
chose a set proclaiming it had renamed the Rider-Waite deck to include the last name 
of Pamela Colman Smith, the woman who drew and painted the images published in 
1909. Despite the immense success of her work, she died penniless in 1951. 

She became interested in worlds unseen from a longing to communicate with lost 
loved ones. Through her sadness and her interest in art I found a kindred spirit. She 
also did artwork for the theater, another love of mine. Her nickname was Pixie. 

Onto my artistic moment in the sun, known as Art Sunday. Heartfelt thanks to 
Roger Long and John DeMasi for setting it up and to Pete Costanza for letting me 
write about it now in the Pulse. I sang with the Tuunitarians, which is always a delight, 
but I also arranged to show cartoons I drew a few years ago. 

Then, I could not find all of them and I almost canceled my Art Sunday 
appearance. It reminded me of a situation where my friend’s father could not find a 
painting, he made years ago. In that situation, the father’s feelings of loss and 
frustration have gone unresolved. My friend says he is simply too old to create 
something like that again. Her framing of the situation made me sad. 
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I decided to take the parts of the cartoon set that I could still locate and assemble 
them into something new. To prepare, I scrubbed my kitchen table so I would not 
damage my work with food stains. (A little-known fact is that the original draft of the 
Mona Lisa went into the trash because of a blob of maple syrup. Look it up. It is on the 
Internet. Or it will be when I put it there.)  

I had a glorious afternoon with the sun streaming in across my table as I placed 
my old characters on a new page with new words. I chopped off the cigarette that was 
dangling from the mouth of the keyboard-playing cat! Changed my mind about it, so 
off it went. Another character had her arm out, which didn’t fit the new situation. I 
chopped it off and repositioned it. I felt so filled with inspiration for future art projects 
and Art Sundays. 

In the cards or not, the future I hope for is one filled with the arts! 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
America is a Gun                    Submitted by Gail Costanza 
 
England is a cup of tea. 
France, a wheel of ripened brie. 
Greece, a short, squat olive tree. 
America is a gun. 
 
Brazil is football on the sand. 
Argentina, Maradona's hand. 
Germany, an oompah band. 
America is a gun. 
 
Holland is a wooden shoe. 
Hungary, a goulash stew. 
Australia, a kangaroo. 
America is a gun. 
 
Japan is a thermal spring. 
Scotland is a highland fling. 
Oh, better to be anything 
than America as a gun. 
 

Brian Bilston  
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THE SKEPTIC’S CORNER      Roger Long 
 
Art news is good news. R. Long 
 

And here's the good news. Art is not just for the elite anymore. It's also for and 
from the people, and, in particular, for people of color. For example, at the Grounds for 
Sculpture, where I am a docent, the guest artist, Roberto Lugo, has turned the main 
exhibition building into a ceramics studio, complete with potter's wheels and a kiln. At 
the sneak preview, he threw clay on a wheel while conversing about clay, people and 
reaching out to the underserved, people of color. And to quote him, 
 
"There's a distinct separation of classes that happened in the history of ceramics.  At 
some point porcelain was considered more expensive than gold. And so, I'm thinking 
about that wealth gap, I'm thinking about the sort of contrast and livelihood, the 
violence on the streets that I grew up in versus the people that I wind up surrounding 
myself with." 
 

Mr. Lugo (Dr. Lugo) was a little late coming to give his demonstration, since he 
just got back from Princeton U. where he was given an honorary doctorate for his work 
as a ceramicist, performance artist and educator. As an example of his reaching out, 
he is exhibiting works from students of his in the loft of the exhibition area. It reminded 
me of the TASK A-Team, inner city residents who stumbled across the soup kitchen art 
room, and discovered that they could do art, and sell it. Do you have any idea how 
transformative that can be?! The new-found self-esteem? The feeling you're an artist, 
and not a total nobody?! Transformative! And nobody knows that better than Lugo, 
who began as graffiti artist, a street artist, and managed to get a first-rate art 
education. But, wait, speaking of the transformative value of creating art, it happens on 
the opposite end of the spectrum. J. Seward Johnson, born of wealth and privilege, 
had dyslexia, and could not succeed in the business world of his father, and, like many 
ghetto artists, was basically self-taught. The big difference is that Johnson could hire 
help when he needed it. Lugo had to get scholarships. So, really, whatever your race, 
color, education, financial stability, artistic self-expression can make you feel really 
good about yourself. Maybe art is the new commonality, replacing religion and 
nationality? Your thoughts? (This subject could be an interesting informal summer 
service. Anyone interested?) 
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REFLECTIONS EAST AND WEST                     Pete Costanza 
 
Maya and Quantum Physics 
 
 One of the best examples of the connection between Eastern and Western 
thought is the similarity between the Hindu/Buddhist concept of maya and western 
science’s understanding of the nature of matter. Maya is defined as illusion and refers 
to the belief that the phenomenal world that we perceive is an illusion, merely the 
impression of constancy. What we perceive is a projection of our senses, and has 
substantial reality only in our brain’s interpretation. Maya also means the creative 
power by which the universe becomes manifest, so that the illusion cannot be 
dismissed as meaningless.   
  
 Quantum physics has shown that matter is insubstantial: mainly electrons 
spinning around neutrons and protons and immense voids in between; and the 
particles are fluctuations of energy in energy fields. Only the lightning speed of these 
particles creates the impression of solidity, like a fan blade. Basically, matter is also an 
illusion.  
 
 With the merging of the concepts of the East and the West, humanity must 
gradually come to the realization of the deeper underlying truth of energy and 
information fields, and ultimately consciousness, as the foundation of reality.  
 
 Ancient Vedic sages in deep meditative states intuited these conclusions 
millennia ago, and only in the past century has the Western world discovered the same 
thing, using the language of modern physics.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dorothea Dix Unitarian Universalist Community 
39 Park Street, Bordentown, NJ  08505 

609-444-9349 
www.dduuc.org 

email address:  dduuc@yahoo.com 


