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November 2021 
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT from the Board of Trustees 

        Beginning in November, DDUUC will host two (2) in-person Sunday Services per 
month at the church and two services remotely on ZOOM. In-person Sunday Services 
will be determined on a month-to-month basis, to be communicated to the 
congregation via email in advance. The Sunday Service status will always be available 
on the DDUUC calendar. (Editor’s note: See November services below.) 
  
SUNDAY SERVICES IN NOVEMBER 
The first two Sunday Services (November 7 and November 14) will continue remotely 
on ZOOM. The last two Sundays in November (November 21 and 28) will be held in-
person at 39 Park Street. 
 
COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS AND ATTENDANCE RESTRICTIONS 
- All adult attendees at in-person Sunday Service are required to bring and show proof 
of vaccination for entry. Unvaccinated adults are requested to attend remotely as 
available. 
- Children under 12, who are ineligible for vaccination, are welcome at in-person 
services and Religious Education. 
- All adults and children must bring and wear a face covering at all times inside the 
building. 
- Hand sanitizer is available at the door. 
- Attendees must practice social distancing in all seating areas. In-person capacity will 
therefore be limited. 
- There will be no food or drink inside the building. Coffee Hour is suspended. Weather 
permitting, attendees are encouraged to socialize outdoors following the conclusion of 
Sunday Service. 
- Every effort is being made to ensure in-person Sunday Services are also streamed 
live over ZOOM. Audio quality and a stable connection are challenges we are working 
to overcome so we can provide a worthwhile experience for remote attendees. The first 
two in-person services (November 21 and 28) may not be the best quality over ZOOM 
as we troubleshoot technical hurdles, but we hope to have a stable streaming setup 
before December meetings. (Editor’s note: See revision about ZOOM for the 11/21 
and 11/28 services below.) 
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         The Board continues to discuss potential ways to clearly broadcast in-person 
services over ZOOM while allowing remote attendees to fully participate in the service. 
If you have suggestions or resources, or would like to volunteer to assist with the 
technology and/or logistics of streaming in-person services via ZOOM (we need 
audio/video volunteers for onsite setup and stream monitoring as well as remote 
volunteers to join a test ZOOM meeting and give us feedback on audio/video quality) 
please contact John at jmuso105@aol.com  
 
 
VIRTUAL SUNDAY SERVICES on ZOOM, 10:00 AM 
The Meeting ID# 819 313 1486      Password: uuchurch  
 
November 7- Rev. Mary Doane and Sylvia Foster- "Gift of Abundance"  
We are witnessing a transformation – away from the myth of scarcity, which currently 
forms the basis of our U.S. economic system - toward the bounty we can see with our 
own eyes. What is humanity’s new role on planet earth since the virus -- what do we 
deem sacred – and how do we care for one another? The teachings of constant 
competition and unlimited consumerism are being examined now, and we ask 
ourselves, “How might our human gifts go toward healing and building better lives for 
us all?” Please join this duo in their use of music to guide their service.  
 
November 14 - Rev. Larry Smith - "Who Are We?"  
What makes someone a Unitarian Universalist? Is it the Unitarian Universalist 
Association's Purpose and Principles? Is it something else?  Reflections on our identity 
from thirty-two years as a Unitarian Universalist and twenty-two years as a Unitarian 
Universalist minister. No conclusive answer to be given.  Disagreement expected. 
Come. Listen. Discuss. 
 
 
SUNDAY SERVICES at DDUUC, 39 PARK ST., BORDENTOWN, 10:00 AM 
 
November 21 and November 28 -  

In-person services in November will be held on these Sundays and the speakers 
will be announced later in the month via the DDUUC Facebook page and the DDUUC 
Website calendar.  A virtual option will not be offered for the 11/21 and 11/28 
services. Thank you for your patience as we adjust to this new experience!   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Webinar For Environmentally Conscious Folks 
 

Have you wondered how your garden can help native wildlife? On November 30, 
7:00 p.m. join the Beacon UU Congregation's webinar on Habitat Gardening for Birds, 
Butterflies, and Wildlife. Learn the importance of supporting our native wildlife within 
our gardens with Dr. Randi Eckel of Toadshade Wildflower Farm. Learn about some of 
the creatures that rely upon specific plants, and discuss the complexities of attracting 
wildlife to our gardens. Click here to register. 
 
        Randi is a naturalist and research scientist with over with 30 years of experience 
in the field. Randi specializes in Native Plants and Insects, especially the interactions 
between the two. She is also a popular public speaker giving presentations and 
workshops on various aspects of Native Plants, Plant Propagation and Plant-Insect 
interactions. 

    Lorraine Franz 
    Beacon Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Summit 

 
 
 
SOCIAL ACTION  

 
Hi! For motel meals we fed 53 people. That includes 8 kids and 1 toddler. We did 

microwavable non-perishable meals this month. Next month we will do a hot meal from 
a local restaurant for the holidays. Will most likely be a veggie/pasta dish. Thank you 
so much to everybody who has donated their time and money to help keep DDUUC's 
motel meals program running! 

Kara DeRose 
 
 

DDUUC NEWS BRIEF 
 
 Congratulations to Kara DeRose for her nomination for a Unitarian Universalists 
for Social Justice Award!  Ceremony on November 7th, 4 PM ET.  



The Pulse  Vol. 29, Issue 3  4 

 
 

 

 

 
The Pulse is the newsletter of 
Dorothea Dix Unitarian Universalist 
Community.   
It is published monthly, September 
through June.  Articles are solicited from 
members and friends.  The Pulse is 
edited by Pete Costanza. 

DDUUC has services every Sunday at 10:00 AM from the Sunday after Labor Day 
through the end of June.  Informal Sunday services are held on selected Sundays 
during July and August.  Sunday services are provided by guest ministers, outside 
speakers, or members and friends of the congregation.  DDUUC has an ongoing 
religious education program for children.  We have many activities in which to 
participate, and are also involved with the Greater Bordentown area through our 
sponsorship of an Interfaith Dialogue and many social action tasks. 

List of DDUUC Officers 2020-2021 
 
President – John DeMasi 
Vice President – Mae Carter 
Secretary – Jennifer Steffee 
Treasurer – Christina Sturgis 
Religious Education – Trish Concannon 
Social Action – Kara DeRose 
Sunday Service – Clarissa DeLuca  
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PAGAN PERSPECTIVE      Joan Spengler 
 
Finally, the harvest is in, and so is the lawn furniture.  And now we can get ready 

for one of the four completely secular holidays in America. Thanksgiving has always 
been a bit religious: Giving Thanks to whom?  But it isn’t overtly religious in that no 
single denomination claims it. Unlike many other holidays that have their roots in 
outright religious basis. The only others are July 4th, Memorial Day and Labor Day. 

 
All the other holidays can be traced back to Christian roots and then traced 

further back to pagan roots.  Like Christmas comes from Yule or the Winter Solstice. 
Ground Hog Day dates back to Imbolc as a day to prognosticate on the upcoming 
weather. Easter has its root in Ostara complete with bunnies and eggs. The Maypole is 
a fertility symbol that hails from Beltane when people would go a-Maying in the woods. 
Halloween and All Saints Day replaced Samhain. And New Year’s Day is a Holy Day of 
Obligation in the Roman Catholic faith as the day to honor or commemorate the 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, and as such does not have pagan roots as far 
as I have found. 

 
But this is the start of the madhouse that is the holidays so we should relax, cook 

a nice meal and eat it with those you hold close, if you can.  Let the holidays happen, 
they will anyway. But take this one day to be with family and enjoy good food and 
better company. 
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THE SKEPTIC’S CORNER     Roger Long 
 
The Singularity is near…” Ray Kurzweil 
 
 “What’s a singularity?” you ask? In this case, when machines take over and 
change our lives and the way we live forever. When we became human would be 
another example. And that’s all I’ll say about that. Actually, I was going to write 
something about Thanksgiving and how nice it will be when Jennie and the kids come 
up for 2 weeks (Dave will be working). 

But that changed when, one, I tried to make a take-out order at Applebee’s, and, 
two, make a tee-time for a Pocono golf outing.  

 
1. We decided to get take-out from Applebee’s. So, I sat down on our very 

comfortable couch and whipped out my smart phone and Googled Applebee’s. I 
got the menu, but before I could order I got a barrage of questions. “Do I want to 
download the app?” “No. “Do I want to get $5.00 off?” Yes and no. And no, I don’t 
want to create an account.  I just want to order a 2 for $22 meal. And, no, I don’t 
want any beverages. Okay, I’ll get the sirloin. Wait, I think, what’s this ‘add 2.00?’ 
By the time I ordered it was $27.50. Then I tried to pay, but it wanted my e-mail 
address, among other things. So, I decided to call in the order. I really wanted to 
talk to a fellow human.  I got a robot, but managed to make the order.   He, she, 
or it was very kind and understanding., and told me, “Your order will be ready to 
pick up at 7:42.” “Thank you,” I may have said. 

 
2. I tried to make a tee-time at a golf course in the Poconos. Easy, I’ll just sit 

on my comfortable couch, whip out my smart phone, call the course and be done 
with it. So, I call the course, get a robot who tells me to make reservations online. 
So much for comfortably making a tee-time. So, I’m doing it online, and very 
nicely until it refused to accept my password. Forget? No, I didn’t forget! 
Somehow, I got around that, but couldn’t ask why I couldn’t get the senior 
discount.  

 
P.S. When I get to that golf course, I’m gonna have a lot of questions to ask, and 
he’d better not say, “go online.”  
And If I want to get take-out at Applebee’s again, I will go there in person, and, while 
I’m waiting, I will go to the bar and order a stiff drink. 
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REFLECTIONS EAST AND WEST    Pete Costanza 
 
“God Is Not One” - A Book Review 
 
 I have been reading a book with this title written by Stephen Prothero, a 
professor of world religions at Boston University (2010, Harper Collins).  This book 
could also be titled, “Religions Are Not One,” to contradict past ecumenical opinions 
that all paths bring you to the same mountaintop, and also anti-religion opinions that all 
religions are equally irrelevant. The subtitle of this book is: “The Eight Rival Religions 
That Run the World – and Why Their Differences Matter.”  A thorough review of this 
book would be a daunting task, especially within the constriction of brevity imposed by 
the format of this newsletter.  I have decided to give a very broad outline of its content, 
and perhaps will contribute another article or two in the future.  
 
 Essentially, Prothero points out that all major world religions have different goals, 
or paths, or emphases, and in this sense “God” means something different in each 
case. The chapters of the book clearly delineate these differences. Here are the 
chapter titles: 
 Islam: The Way of Submission 
 Christianity: The Way of Salvation 
 Confucianism: The Way of Propriety 
 Hinduism: The Way of Devotion 

Buddhism: The Way of Awakening 
Yoruba Religion: The Way of Connection  
Judaism: The Way of Exile and Return 
Taoism: The Way of Flourishing 
A Brief Coda on Atheism: The Way of Reason 

  
 Most of these chapters require some expansion to understand what is meant, but 
my main goal in this article is to encourage those that are interested in world religions 
to read the book themselves. It is written in a scholarly fashion, but in modern idiom, so 
it’s easy to understand. The fourth UU principle is: A free and responsible search for 
truth and meaning. Learning more about world religions may be helpful in finding one’s 
own path, and understanding the path of others.  
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