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VIRTUAL SUNDAY SERVICES, 10:00 AM on ZOOM 

The Meeting ID# 819 313 1486     Password: uuchurch  

May 2 - Discussion - What Comes Next? 
"Historically, pandemics have forced humans to break with the past and imagine their 
world anew. This one is no different. It is a portal, a gateway between one world and 
the next.  We can choose to walk through it, dragging the carcasses of our prejudice 
and hatred, our avarice, our data banks and dead ideas, our dead rivers and smoky 
skies behind us. Or we can walk through lightly, with little luggage, ready to imagine 
another world. And ready to fight for it."  Michele Casella Collier 
 
May 9 - Kirsten DeLuca - "Mother" Nature 
Transcendentalism is a spiritual movement and point of view that is much like Unitarian 
Universalism, as it focuses on the independence on the thought and mind. 
Transcendentalism relates to being "born" and viewing the world in different ways 
which are less materialistic and more nature-based. As Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, 
"Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a 
trail." 
 
May 16 - Roger Long - Virtual Art Show 
One positive thing about 2020, it stimulated our creative juices, as in all trying times. 
May 16 is the opportune time to share with us how it affected your creativity. It can be 
in the form of a song, hymn, poem, collage, montage, drawing, sculpture, to mention 
just a few forms art expression takes. 
 
May 23 - Rev. Larry Smith - To Be or to Do?   
Unitarian Universalists often wish to be people of action rather than people of 
contemplation, yet both are important and are necessary for our free faith. What is the 
difference between Meaning and Purpose? 
 
May 30 - Warren Spengler - Truth in Aging  
A baby boomer looks at getting older. 
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See memorial tributes to Elly Leonard on Pages 7 through 10 
 
DDUUC NEWS BRIEFS 
 
CLOTHING BIN: DDUUC now has a clothing bin in our parking lot. Please use it to 
deposit all of your unwanted clothes. 
 
PLEDGE DRIVE:  The 2021-2022 Pledge Drive is now underway.  Thank you to all 
who have sent in their pledge.  If you have not yet completed a pledge form, please do 
so now and send it to Gail Costanza. 
 
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP:  Discussion of The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina 
George will take place on May 12 at 7:00 PM.  Zoom details will be forthcoming.   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List of DDUUC Officers 2020-2021 
 
President – Christina Sturgis 
Vice President – Mary Watterson 
Secretary – Jennifer Steffee 
Treasurer – John DeMasi 
Religious Education – Trish Concannon 
Social Action – Kara DeRose 
Sunday Service – Joan Spengler  

 
The Pulse is the newsletter of 
Dorothea Dix Unitarian Universalist 
Community.   
It is published monthly, September 
through June.  Articles are solicited from 
members and friends.  The Pulse is 
edited by Pete Costanza. 

DDUUC has services every Sunday at 10:00 AM from the Sunday after Labor Day 
through the end of June.  Informal Sunday services are held on selected Sundays 
during July and August.  Sunday services are provided by guest ministers, outside 
speakers, or members and friends of the congregation.  DDUUC has an ongoing 
religious education program for children.  We have many activities in which to 
participate, and are also involved with the Greater Bordentown area through our 
sponsorship of an Interfaith Dialogue and many social action tasks. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Bordentown City-Wide Yard Sale.   DDUUC will be participating in the 
Bordentown City-Wide Yard Sale.   We haven't had a "big" fundraiser for a while, so 
hopefully we will have support from members and friends.  The event takes place on 
Sat., June 5th and Sun., June 6th from 8am till noon. 

 
You can participate by having your own mini yard sale or by donating to the 

DDUUC table. You can rent an eight-foot table for $20 or a four-foot table for $10. You 
can keep your profits or share some with DDUUC. It's totally up to you!  Feel free to 
share a table with a friend. You will be responsible for setting up, manning and packing 
up any items you might have left. 
 

Tables are limited, so let Kelly Hansen (kellyhansen444@ gmail.com or (609 ) 
954-3658) know as soon as possible what size table you would like to reserve.  

 
There are also other ways to help out.  You can volunteer to help set up or to 

man the DDUUC table.  Again, let Kelly Hansen know. 
 

In the past this has been a fun event and also a great way to meet our neighbors! 
           Kelly Hansen 
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UPCOMiNG EVENTS (continued) 
 

The Seven Principles: 
Do They Work? 

 
A Conference Sponsored by 

The Unitarian Universalist Multiracial Unity Action Council 
  

Saturday, May 22, 2021 - from 11 am to 4:30 pm Eastern Time 
A virtual event, for UUMUAC members and other UUs,  

held using Zoom technology 
  If YOU are planning to participate in this UUMUAC conference 

RSVP at uumuac@gmail.com 
  

Please provide the following info when you RSVP: 
• Your name 
• Your email 

• Phone number if you will be joining only via phone 
• Your congregation (if applicable) 

• Indicate which of the following you will be paying for: 
Attendance, current UUMUAC members — —    No Charge   

Attendance, UUs who are not UUMUAC members —— ——$10 
Joining UUMUAC as a new member (thru 2021) —–——-——$30 
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GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENT:  Fundraiser 
 
There is a new solar project in Delanco. A huge solar array has been built on a 

closed landfill and will soon start generating electricity. And that electricity is available 
at a 10% discount to persons who have PSE&G in Burlington, Camden, and Mercer 
Counties.  

This is not a third-party scheme; it is backed by a B Corp. B Corps are agencies 
that work to help the environment.  And this goes along with our 7th Principle: Respect 
for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

Also, I’m listing bulleted points on this project so everyone can have all the 
basics at a glance. Please let me know if there’s anything you would like me to add. 
  

• There’s no fee for your share of the Tri-County Solar Farm 
• Community Solar (shared solar) is a new program through NJ’s Clean Energy 

Program 
• Everyone can have a share of community solar for their home or apartment – all 

you need is a PSE&G electric bill to qualify for the Tri-County Solar Farm 
• There is nothing to install, buy or rent 
• 10% discount on PSE&G electric usage bill – guaranteed for 20 years! 
• You can cancel at anytime and there is no cancelation fee or hassle 
• For every subscriber who signs up through the DDUUC 

link: https://neighborhoodsun.solar/dduuc Neighborhood Sun will donate 
$200 to DDUUC. Everyone MUST use that link; otherwise, we’ll have no way 
of knowing that the subscriber is connected to the church. 

• Anyone – not just church members – can sign up through that link and we’ll make 
the donation, so send the information out to family/friends/neighbors, etc. 

• Everyone who signs up will receive a $100 Tango Gift Card, good at over 80 
major retailers/restaurants 

• The Tri-County Solar Farm is available to anyone in the PSE&G territory of 
Burlington, Mercer, and Camden counties 

• We have about 100 slots left (25 for LMI out of that 100) and want these to go 
quickly because the project is slated to turn on and go live very soon 

  
Here is a video that shows you how to sign 

up:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZ-Pobh9Iik&t=64s   Everyone needs to use 
the https://neighborhoodsun.solar/dduuc link to be sure that DDUUC gets the 
credit and they receive the gift card. 

  
Again, please let everyone know that I’m happy to hop on a call with them or set 

up another presentation for a group. They can reach me 
at randi@neighborhoodsun.solar or 856.473.4808 or go to 
https://neighborhoodsun.solar/dduuc  for more information. 
           Joan Spengler 
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SOCIAL ACTION AND RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Hi!  For social action, we prepared 56 dinners total (37 adults, 6 kids and 2 
toddlers). We were able to give them a hot meal (fried chicken) this month for Easter, 
which was nice!  We ordered the fried chicken from Hogback Deli (I wanted to support 
a small business instead of a chain, like Acme).  It was a little more $ than Acme but 
Cathy Vandergrift and Betsy Young contributed, and Dan and I contributed some 
money towards it too.  Thank you so much to all that have helped keep motel meals 
going during these difficult times.  For next month, we will need bottled waters, 
individual cups or pouches of apple sauces and microwaveable/nonperishable/factory 
sealed meals such as cup of noodles.  Also, please save any wrapped silverware that 
you get with take-out orders, we can use some of those too!  Thank you! 
           Kara DeRose 
 

For RE, the kids met at DDUUC for an egg hunt on Easter Sunday.  It was a 
great time and they were all so excited to see each other!  We plan to meet again, in 
person, for a lesson with them next month.   

Trish Concannon and Kara DeRose  
 
 

 
                 RE Easter Egg Hunt 
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   IN HER OWN WORDS 
   Elly Leonard’s Autobiography (Published in The Pulse, October 2006) 
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OUR ELLY 
 

Elly Leonard passed away on April 20, 2021.  A memorial service was held for 
her via Zoom on April 25.  The service was conducted by Reverend Larry Smith and 
Joan Spengler, with music facilitated by John DeMasi and Gail Costanza.  We were 
pleased that Elly’s stepdaughter Joyce Haronian and close friend Carol Noren were 
able to join us. 

The following are some of the statements people made about Elly: 
 

• Her calling was to welcome everyone into church 
• She was very strong 
• She was sweet, but in Pinochle she was a tough competitor 
• She could laugh at herself 
• She had a beautiful smile, a loving spirit, and a warm radiance 
• She loved the children of the church, and waved to them as they marched to  

their RE classes 
• She was patient 
• She was a good Samaritan, always willing to help out 
• She had firm convictions and political views 
• She was brave and not afraid of other people, no matter their race, creed, or 

color 
• She could converse with anyone on a number of topics 
• She was a bright light 
• She was upbeat and encouraging 
• She was an inspiration to us, and inspired others 
• She had a great sense of humor 
• The church was her home 
• She loved us all 

 
and we hope she knew how much we loved her! 
 
           Gail Costanza 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE     Christina Sturgis 
 
Elly Leonard, a beautiful light and 500 bucks 
 

I am typing with tears in my eyes.  Elly passed away this week and I am flooded 
with memories of her, especially as a storyteller. More about that later. 

I remember the day I met Elly and we both realized we knew each other a bit by 
a circuitous route.  I went to the big fund-raiser, the DDUUC auction, knowing I 
wouldn't give much money. I was new to the community and my strategy was to spend 
the day and attempt to be helpful with this new intriguing new group I had joined. 

Somehow the topic of Life St. Francis came up in my conversation with Elly on 
that first day. I had written a feature about the inauguration of this new service that 
helped the elderly and disabled avoid nursing home care. 

Basically, they would by be picked up and taken to a day center that would take 
care of their medical needs and then taken home to sleep in their own beds. She said it 
made her life so much easier, as she was head of a household that included her sister 
Marie, her daughter Daryl, both with disabilities. She said taking them to medical 
appointments and loading their wheelchairs into her car was exhausting. 

I had written an article for the Times of Trenton about the program and had 
interviewed Marie. Elly told me she had wanted to write the article, but somehow 
wasn’t allowed.  I felt sad about that, as though I had taken her opportunity. She told 
me years ago when she lived in Newark, she wrote a weekly newspaper column. I 
came to know what a terrific writer and storyteller she was. 

I came to know Elly even more because she sang with our musical group, the 
Tuunitarians. I recall she loved a Cris Williamson song we were performing in that era. 
I also came to know what close friends she was with Ruth Cristy. They were two 
divorced women not pining away for male companionship, but hopping in their cars 
and going to the theater and on other adventures, including a boat ride in Mercer Lake. 
(I think I was invited on that one. Wish I went.) 

One night at Tuunitarians I started crying because I was struggling financially. 
Elly told me she would help me pay my rent if I wished.  I called her in tears and she 
met me at the church and handed me $500 in cash and hugged me.  

“I just can’t stand seeing you cry,” she said. 
I cannot remember whether that money was supposed to be a gift or a loan, but I 

will tell you Elly never asked about it or referred to it again. Not once. Never. To this 
day I am deeply touched by her generosity.  

Over the years, I came to know Elly’s back story. She and Marie grew up poor in 
Newark, where the welfare office would move them from apartment to apartment, 
keeping them from making the friendships that would make adjusting to a new school 
easier.  She said some of the bullying she and Marie faced was grounded in religion, 
so Elly found the religious tolerance, including atheism, of Unitarian Universalism very 
wise and wonderful. 
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But of course, Elly and Marie had each other.  Her father was absent from the 
stories, but I don't know why. Her mother was included, however, but her mother was 
her beacon how to be a good person.  

Elly shined on DDUUC’s storytelling nights and the stories she shared during the 
Building Your Own Theology workshop were equally illuminating. In one story, she 
confessed to feeling sorry for herself and falling into hopelessness and helpless.  Then, 
she remembered some important words from her wonderful mother. 

“You have a light, a beautiful light in you,” Elly recalled, years after those words 
were spoken.  Those words prompted to her to remember the love of her mother and 
question if her circumstances were impossible to improve. 

“I still have the light,” she recalled telling herself. “Now, I am going to turn it on,” 
she told us at the workshop.  

Perhaps it was at that moment she rose out of her own problems and focused on 
how she could help others, like me. She told me she had an office manager job where 
she supervised women whom she suspected were being abused at home.  

She realized their difficulties were beyond her help, but she decided she could 
take them on a field trip to Manhattan. They saw the sights and had a nice lunch but for 
many of them the highlight was riding on an escalator in a fancy city building. Maybe 
the day out could help them see themselves in a new way. 

She told me about going door to door as an activist for racial housing 
equality.  The script was simple. Elly and her group would knock on doors and ask 
residents to sell their homes to whoever could afford to them, regardless of race.  She 
said they were yelled at and spat on. That took courage. 

So now Elly is gone and I will have to get by on the wisdom already received.  
 
Here is a link to Song of the Soul by Cris Williamson, which she loved. 
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THE SKEPTIC’S CORNER      Roger Long 
 
Living the Dream, Part II 
 

I just e-mailed a friend whose living his dream. Born and raised and living in NJ until he retired, he settled on the 
west coast with his wife. “California Dreaming.” I send him my columns and told him I have to get my next column out. But 
first, I would have to see what the hell I wrote (senior thing). So, let’s start with a quote from the end of the April column in 
which I brought up the topic of mid-life crisis. Jennie said, “No, Dad, it’s more like living the dream. My dream. I’ve always 
liked traveling, nomad-like.” 

So, let’s root for these 21st century nomads, and I quote from one of them, another friend of Jennie’s, who RV’d 
for 45 days with family. This influenced them to sell their house and hit the road!” They (the kids) learn things not from 
books but seeing, touching, smelling and best of all, feeling. They are meeting people from all walks of life and honestly in 
my book there’s no better school than that…. I am the designated driver, cook, teacher and everything in between… 

We followed the signs and this is where the path led us…So here we go, again. See y’all along the way…” 
 

So, the other day Jennie asked me if I would like to go to Alabama with her. 
Whoa! Help me out here. Then she proceeded to tell me she was leaving for Alabama 
Sunday morning, the 24th. She’d be taking the RV and the kids. Husband Dave would 
stay to try to get the place photo-ready. She wanted to check out the area, including a 
possible lakeside home site, and, of course, visit a good friend. Reasonable. And she 
would be taking the scenic route by the Appalachian mts.  Good. Son Tom is here and 
saying he can take care of mom (Loe). But this octogenarian skeptic is perfectly happy 
doing most everything virtually—sight-seeing, church services, Scrabble, art shows… 
 

I’m perfectly content to Google-Earth Alabama, or read about it, or even eat grits 
and pig’s knuckles. But, to actually go there?  But then, it’s not about me, is it. So, I’m 
doing it for her, for the grandkids, and yes, because she got this wanderlust from my 
side of the family. All three of us kids loved our parents, but moved out and never 
came back—to NJ, DK, and San Diego. And they themselves traveled all over the 
world. So, how could I say no, without being a hypocrite? And maybe I’m going 
because I still love to travel. On my bucket list is paddle boating down the Mississippi, 
and cruising the Lewis and Clark waterway down the Columbia to Oregon.  

 
Okay, and maybe one other thing. I’m thinking maybe I can help out with the 

driving, the home schooling, and maybe showing the grandkids that there is some life 
left in old grandpop. I promised I would not take my golf clubs. I also promised myself 
that I would be on my best behavior, although I am packing a fifth of Manhattan mix. 
It’s a spirits-ual thing. 

 
Postscript: Change of plan. Not going to check the property prospects in Alabama. Yet. 
Instead, she and the kids will be camping in our driveway for about a week so her 
husband Dave can get the house “photo-ready.”  
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REFLECTIONS EAST AND WEST    Pete Costanza 
 
The Humor of Chuang Tzu 
(This is third in a series of three on Chuang Tzu, Taoist philosopher.) 
 
 With a few exceptions there is very little humor in the classic literature and 
scriptures of Hinduism, Buddhism and the western religions. This is not the case with 
Chinese Taoism, notably the writings of the famous sage Chuang Tzu. Last month, I 
presented “The Ten Paradoxes of Hui Shi,” which Hui Shi did not intend as humorous, 
but Chuang Tzu, who presented these paradoxes in his book, apparently did. With 
good-natured mocking, Chuang Tzu adds these further quotes:  
 
  “Hui Shi made these great statements to help the whole world to be more creative in 
debate and other speakers throughout the world were delighted to follow his lead, saying: 
 An egg has feathers. 
 A chicken has three feet. 
 Ying has the whole world. 
 A dog could be called a sheep. 
 Horses have eggs. 
 A toad has a tail. 
 Fire is not hot. 
 Mountains emerge from the mouth. 
 Chariot wheels never touch the ground. 
 Eyes cannot see. 
 Pointing is not the same as being there. 
 Being there is not the culmination. 
 A tortoise is longer than a snake. 
 A T-square does not work. 
 A compass doesn’t make circles. 
 Chisels do not fit into handles. 
 A bird’s shadow never moves. 
 Swift though the arrowhead is, at times it’s neither moving nor still. 
  A dog is not a dog. 
 A bay horse and a black ox make three. 
 A white dog is black. 
 A motherless colt never had a mother. 
 If you have a pole one foot long and every day you cut off half, 
  ten thousand generations will not exhaust it. 
 
 These are the sorts of sayings speakers came up with in response to Hui Shi, rattling on in 
this fashion eternally to the end of their lives.” 
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PAGAN PERSPECTIVE      Joan Spengler 
 

Tra La it’s May! That lovely holiday!  Or so said Guinevere in Camelot. But there 
is something special about the month of May. 

 
The fecundity of the earth is so apparent that it almost smacks you in the face. 

The trees are either blooming or they have bloomed and are now setting fruit. Animals 
are giving birth. The temperature is so comfortable as the warm breezes caress your 
skin. It is the most ‘lovely holiday’.   

 
It is a time of promise. The promise of better weather, the promise of a good 

harvest, the promise of new life. May can be a busy time.  But it’s good to remember to 
stop and breathe and look around at the beauty that surrounds us. 
 

         
 

So, enjoy the weather before it gets too hot. And enjoy the myriad colors and 
scents of the season. Let it find your heart and let your heart find it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dorothea Dix Unitarian Universalist Community 
39 Park Street, Bordentown, NJ  08505 

609-444-9349 
www.dduuc.org 

email address:  dduuc@yahoo.com 


